








of the key soils institutions which
support for the sustainable soil
instrument. During September
1999, | also travelled to
Wageningen, the Netherlands, and
talked to staff at the International
Soil Reference and Information
Centre (ISRIC) about the proposal.

Director, Dr Roel Oldeman for-
warded a letter of support to IUCN.
The main part of my September
visit to Europe was to attend a spe-
cial meeting at the IUCN
Environmental Law Centre in
Bonn, Germany, to review
progress with the proposal and
compile the Terms of Reference for
the project. As part of the meeting,
the IUCN had invited some repre-
sentatives of the “Tutzing Group”
from Tutzing in the south of
Germany, including Dr Martin Held
and Dr Kerstin Odendahl, to speak
about the initiative they had taken
in preparing a possible draft instru-
ment see - www.soil-
convention.org.

Prof Rabah Lahmar from the
Foundation Charles Leopold
Mayer was also present to speak
about the Foundation's “Soil
Campaign,” which supports the
introduction of a global soils instru-
ment and gives recognition to the
Tutzing work.

However, the most significant
progress with the IUCN CEL “sus-
tainable soils” initiative so far was
in February 2000 when | travelled
to the IUCN Headquarters in
Gland, Switzerland, with the Chair
and Deputy Chair of the CEL to
discuss the initiative with the
Councillors of the IUCN (their
Council meeting was 7-9
February). The overall support was
extremely good and there was

much positive feedback. However,
it was clearly emphasised that we
must carefully explore all possible
options for a global soils instru-
ment - including a full convention,
treaty, or protocol. The relation-
ships between the Convention to
Combat Desertification, the
Biological Diversity Convention
and the Framework Convention on
Climate Change, must be closely
looked at.

The next step involves a meet-
ing of the Steering Committee of
the IUCN CEL in April 2000 where
the final Terms of Reference for
the project will be endorsed and a
2-3 year workplan will be put in
place.Other key soil institutions
supporting this proposal include
the International Board for Soil
Research and Management
(IBSRAM) Thailand, and the
European Soil Bureau (ESB) of
the  European Commission.
Discussions have been held with
Dr Eric Craswell and Dr Frits
Penning deVries of IBSRAM and
Dr Luca Montanarella of the ESB.

As this initiative is now a major
matter of interest to the WASWC,
members are invited to send any
comments to President David
Sanders. Should anybody wish to
receive a more comprehensive
background and explanatory
paper, please contact me at your
convenience at:

Department of Land and Water
Conservation, 10  Valentine
Avenue, Parramatta, 2160 NSW.
Australia; fax - 61-2-9895 7939;
e-mail -
ihannam@dIiwc.nsw.gov.au.
Regular updates on the sustain-
able soils convention project will
feature in the Newsletter.
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The African Queen
By Dennis Cahill

The river tide surged onward,
inexorable and blue,

The brave ship chugged against
it, empowered by its screw.

People standing at the prow

saw how it cleaved the tide.

Said “Look how we're making
progress.

We'll be home by even-tide.”

But a young lad sitting quietly,
with his mother on the deck.
Watching the trees upon the
bank,

called "Oh no, we won't by heck!”

“Do you know we're going back-
wards?

The current's stronger than this
craft.”

His mother hushed him quickly
and their fellow passengers
laughed.

Until an older voice then said
‘D’you know, the lad is right!”
We're not only going backwards,
but the waterfall's in sight!”

Now call the river “population
growth,” its tide “land subdivi-
sion,”

The little ship call “Progress,”

its engine donor-driven.

Its crew may think it's reaching
port,

with future prospects fair,

But they're steadily going back-
wards, and the waterfall IS there!

Now the moral of this story is,
for which the young lad thank,
When you're assessing progress,

FOR GOD'S SAKE WATCH THE
BANKI
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Upcoming Meetings

2-7 July 2000. 15th ISTRO Conference.

“Tillage at the Threshold of the 21st .

Century: Looking Ahead.” Forth Worth,
Texas, USA. Contact: Dr. John Morrison,
ISTRO 2000 Conference, USDA-ARS-
GSWRL: 808 East Blackland Rd.,
Temple, Texas 76502, USA. Phone: +1-
254-7706507; Fax: +1-254-7706561;
" ISTRO@brc.tamus.edu

3-7 July 2000. New Trends in Water
and Environmental Engineering  For
Safety and Life: Eco-Compatible
Solutions for Aquatic Environments,
Capri, Italy. Contact: Louis Dumoulin,
Balkema Publishers, Postbus 1675, 3000
BR Rotterdam, Netherlands. Phone:
(+31.10) 4144154, Fax: (+31.10)
2400730, louis@balkema.nl

12-18 July 2000. First International
Conference — Soils of Urban,
Industrial, Traffic and Mining Areas,
Essen, Germany. Contact. Prof. Dr.
Wolfgang Burghardt, FB 9 —

Angewandte Bodenkunde, Universitat —

GH Essen, Postfach 103 764, D 45117

Essen. Phone: +49-201-183-3754 or
2390. Fax: 2390; wolfgang.burghardt@uni-
essen.de or roswitha.moellers@uni-essen.de;
http:/Amww.uniessen.de/bodenkunde

22-27 October 2000. International Soil
Conservation Organization (ISCO) XI
Conference. Buenos Aires, Argentina.
Please send your intention to attend or
participate to be sure to receive future
announcements. Contact:  Secretaria
Cientifica ISCO 2000, FAUBA, Avda. San
Martin 4453 (1416) Buenos Aires,
Argentina, Phone: 54-11-4481-1688, Fax
54-11-4514-8739/4481-1688.
isco2000@mail.agro.uba.ar
http://www.isco2000.org.ar

3-8 January 2001. Soil Erosion
Research for the 21st Century, an
International Symposium, sponsored
by ASAE. Contact: Dr. Dennis Flanagan,
Symposium Chair USDA-Agricultural
Research Service National Soil Erosion
Research Lab-oratory, 1196 Building
SOIL West Lafayette, IN 47907-1186.
Phone: (765) 494-7748 Fax: (765) 494-

5948. flanagan@purdue.edu ASAE Wel
site:  hitp://www.asae.orgSymposiur
Web sites: http://trace.ncat.edu/erosio
http://horizon.nserl.purdue.edu/~flanz
gan/erosymp For other information, cor
tact: 2950 Niles Road, St. Joseph, M
49085-9659.

10-12 May 2000. 11th Atlantic Regio!
Hydrotechnical Conference

Moncton, New Brunswick, Canada
Contact: Daniel Babineau, Universite di
Moncton, Moncton, NB E1A 3ES.

Fax: (506) 858-4082; babined@umonc
ton.ca

5-9 February 2001. Internationa
Erosion Control Association is calling
for presentations for its 32nd Annua
Conference. Las Vegas, NV Individual:
invoived with erosion control are invitec
to submit abstracts. Presentations avail
able include: technical papers, poste
presentations, and progressive leaming
sessions. Contact: International Erosior
Control Association. Phone: (970) 879
3010, ecinfo@ieca.org
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Join WASWC

Membership of the
World Association of Soil
and Water Conservation is
open to all individuals or
organizations interested in
the wise use of land and
water resources worldwide.
Benefits include the quarter-
ly newsletter and discounts
on books published by
WASWC.

Membership is US $10.
Organizations who wish to
negotiate a bulk purchase of
membership for individuals
within a country or region
should contact Executive
Secretary William
Moldenhauer for more infor-
mation.

Membership payments
(in US$ or from the mem-
ber's credit card) should be
sent to WASWC in care of
the Soil and Water
Conservation Society, 7515
NE Ankeny Road, Ankeny,
lowa 50021-9764 USA.
Membership is on a calen-
dar-year basis.



