Climate Research, Decision Support,
and Outreach:

An Overview of the CLIMAS Program

Daniel Ferguson
University of Arizona
Institute of the Environment

8t Annual Research Insights in

A 2 me Institute of the % ¢ Semiarid Ecosystems (RISE)
Z l § * Environment Symposium

University of Arizona
October 29, 2011

ARIZONA
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Stakeholder and Collaborator Network

Tucson Water

The Nature Conservancy
AZ County & State

Health Depts.
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a few major new activities and

initiatives




new UA graduate certificate:
connecting environmental science and decision
making (CESD)

theoretical underpinnings of the interface
between science and decision making

study approaches for scientists to engage,
interact, and collaborate with decision
makers

effectively communicate scientific information

methods and technical skills useful for bridging
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national climate assessment

Southwest Region Technical Report:
A Contribution to the National Climate Assessment
PROSPECTIVE AUTHORS’ WORKSHOP
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CPYCLIMAS

Climate Assessment for the Southwest

New Center to Help the Southwest Address Climate Challenges

La Nina Drought Tracker - Feb 2011

Southwest Climate Outlook - Jan
2011

2009-2010 CLIMAS Research

The new Southwest Climate Science Center is coming to the University of Arizona. The center was
Highlights - Jul 2010

established by the U.S. Department of the Interior to address the effects of climate change on the
region’s natural and ural resources, and will tap the expertise and capacity of the UA and other
institutions around the West.

"The Southwest is a bull's-eye for climate change in the United States, and the impacts of this
climate change are already clear,” said the center’s principal investigator, Jonathan Overpeck,
lead investigator for the Climate Assessment for the Southwest (CLIMA

The southwest faces many challenges that have been well documented by researchers, including
rising temperatures, earlier snowmelt, nothward-shifting winter storms, intensifying drought, and
decreasing Colorado River reservoir storage. CLIMAS, which has a long history of helping the
region respond to climate changes and variability, will likely collaborate with the center to address
these and other issues.

Read more about the new Southwest Climate Science Center at hitp://uanews.org/node/34898

www.climas.arizona.edu




